
3rd October 2020

Dear Constituent,
 
Re: Cancel the Curfew
 
Thank you for contacting me about the new Coronavirus measures.
 
Apologies for the time it has taken for me to come back to you. I appreciate how important
this issue is and as you can imagine it has been a fast moving situation.
 
I know how strong the feeling is on the 10pm curfew and it is something I grappled with, and
spent many hours discussing with Ministers, before the vote took place a few weeks back.
 
Ultimately the policy was driven by judgement and a desire to keep pubs and bars open. With
the evidence indicating that the more alcohol that was consumed, the more social distancing
was ignored and so the greater the risk of transmission, it was clear action had to be taken. I
know some have questioned what evidence that is, but it was something we could all see
clearly.
 
The policy judgement was therefore one of closing bars and pubs completely, or introducing a
measure which might have allowed them to remain open and trading but with slightly
reduced hours. I opted for the latter.
 
Unfortunately, as we have seen, that has not been sufficient to bring down the transmission
rate substantially enough and so our pubs and bars across Burnley and Padiham had to close
as we entered Tier 3 (Very High) and they will now close across the country from Thursday
when additional national restrictions are brought in.
 
None of these decisions are easy, and certainly not something I ever thought I would be faced
with or could support when I first got elected. They go against much of what I believe in –
about the freedoms we should give people to live their lives unhindered by the state. But I
have spent many hours speaking not just to the Secretary of State for Health and Chief
Medical Officer, but also with local public health officials in Lancashire and the doctors who
staff our hospitals.
 
From those conversations it is clear that the NHS locally is under great strain. Hospital beds
are getting full, and soon treatment will be rationed. And that rationing will mean that
doctors will have to decide which patients can be treated and which can’t – because there are
not the beds, or staff, to treat everyone. And that will also determine who lives, and who dies.
Not because we don’t know how to save a life, but because we chose to ignore the risk and
give doctors that responsibility.
 
How we treat our vulnerable, and our ill, says a lot about society. I am a firm believer that if
we know how to prevent harm, and we know how to save a life, we should do everything we
can to do both. This virus puts all of that under strain though. Because we can sometimes,
inadvertently, cause harm. We don’t know who is vulnerable to the virus, and sometimes we
don’t know if we have it and that means we can pass it on and put someone’s life at risk,
through no fault of our own. That’s why it is important for us to make sacrifices, that reduce
the risk of that happening, and ensure the NHS can treat those people when they need it.
 
The next few weeks are going to difficult but as your representative I will do everything I can
to get the balance right, ensuring we limit our interventions that interfere with life to as short
a period as possible; we invest in the tools we need to limit interventions even further; and
that we balance the protection of life and livelihoods.
 



I am also engaged in discussions with the Chancellor of the Exchequer about how we support
our local economy in the short term, protecting those businesses impacted, and rebuild it in
the medium to long term.
 
I do not underestimate the challenges the new measures will pose to many individuals and
businesses. I know it will not be easy, but I am clear that further action must be taken to
control the resurgence in cases of the virus and protect people and the NHS. At the same time
I will pushing for the support our businesses need at this critical time.
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Antony Higginbotham MP
Member of Parliament for Burnley
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