
5 November 2020

Dear Constituent,

Re: Places of worship during lockdown

Thanks very much for your email.

I fully understand your concern, and desire to keep places of worship open. They
provide a refuge of spirituality for those of faith as well as acting as important
community hubs, ensuring no one feels isolated or vulnerable.

Whilst keeping these open for private prayer is welcome, I am speaking to Ministers
about whether there is any possibility of keeping these open for congregational
prayers too, ensuring those services can continue particularly at such an important
time of year. I know many other colleagues are also raising this.

I also know the Government is, understandably, concerned about the health risks
which could arise from large numbers being indoors for worship and this is
something that would need to be factored in and managed.

It is also important to say that when the overall vote comes on Wednesday, this will
be on the overall package of measures with no ability to put bits in or take bits out.
That may therefore mean that despite my desire to keep places of worship open, I
may have to vote for the package that includes the closure because I see merit in the
overall approach. I thought it might therefore be helpful to set out why I think the
national measures may be needed.
In doing this let me start by saying that none of these decisions are easy, and certainly
not something I ever thought I would be faced with or could support when I first got
elected. They go against much of what I believe in – about the way people should be
able to live their lives unhindered by the state. But I have spent many hours speaking
not just to the Secretary of State for Health and Chief Medical Officer, but also with
local public health officials in Lancashire and the doctors who staff our hospitals.

From those conversations it is clear that the NHS locally is under great strain.
Hospital beds are getting full, and soon treatment will be rationed. And that rationing
will mean that doctors will have to decide which patients can be treated and which
can’t – purely because there are not the beds, or staff, to treat everyone – including
non-Covid cases. And that will also determine who lives, and who dies. Not because
we don’t know how to save a life, but because we chose to ignore the risk and allow
the beds to fill up.

I am a firm believer that if we know how to prevent harm, and we know how to save a
life, we should do everything we can to do both. That will necessitate sacrifice,
because without sacrifice, as I say, the number of patients the NHS would be expected
to treat would skyrocket and far outstrip the number of beds we have – even when
taking into account the Nightingales and any other capacity we could add on. But it



will only be temporary.

I hope this has given you some reassurance that I am pushing as hard as I can to keep
churches, mosques and other faith venues open but, if it isn’t possible, the reasons
they may have to close.

Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Antony Higginbotham MP
Member of Parliament for Burnley
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